REFORMED CHURCHESE IN SOUTH AFRICA
ACTA

OF THE SECOND GENERAL SYNOD
OF THE REFORMED CHURCHES IN SOUTH AFRICA
HELD IN POTCHEFSTROOM
ON 4 JANUARY 20129 AND FOLLOWING DAYS

1. OFFICIAL OPENING

1.1 Opening 4 January 2012 (Art 1)
Rev HS Coetzee, chairperson of the Calling Church Council (now GK Potchefstroom-
Die Bult), opens the meeting by leading in a short prayer, reading from Revelation 1:9-
20 and relevantly expositing the read passage. Thereafter he leads in prayer.
Delegates sing from Ps 45.

1.2 Welcoming (Art 1)
Rev HS Coetzee heartily welcomes all delegates, visitors and delegates from churches
from overseas with whom we maintain ecumenical ties to Potchefstroom.

1.3 Constitution (Artt 2, 15, 36, 99)
Credentials have been received from all the Deputies Correspondence of the Regional
Synods. They are properly signed and are found to be in order.

1.3.1 The following brothers are present as primi unless otherwise stated:

Regional Synod Bosveld
Ministers
Rev N Boy
Dr DJ de Kock
Rev G Opperman
Rev NJ van der Walt
Rev CJ van Vuuren
Rev JA Berg
Rev SA Cilliers
Rev HJP de Beer
Rev DJ Dykstra
Rev LJ Erasmus
Rev PJ Jansen van Nieuwenhuizen
Rev CJ Nagel (sec)
Rev DV Correia
Dr EJ de Beer
Rev JH Grobler
Rev NN Ligege
Rev MN Muhadi
Rev LJE Venter
Rev SP Venter
Rev RN Makungo (sec)

Edlers

Elder J Venter

Elder PJ Kruger

Elder ND van der Kruk
Elder GH van der Walt
Elder JAJ Hofmann (sec)
Elder JC de Beer

Elder JC Roos

Elder JTS van der Merwe
Elder A Venter

Elder GS Vermaak

Elder LJ de Beer

Elder GT Siphoro (sec)
Elder JA Hoogenboezem
Elder EA Petzer

Elder JP Viljoen

Elder CB Pretorius

Elder LJE Venter

Elder CJ Coetsee

Elder DM Kruger

Elder VE Namaenzhe (sec)



Eastern Regional Synod
Ministers
Rev CA Jansen
Rev EJ Tiemensma
Rev DJ Bakker
Rev LH van Schaik
Rev CJH Breed
Rev GC Coetzee
Dr JH Howell
Dr AJ Kruger
Rev PW Kurpershoek
Rev PC van Rooy
Dr SF Kruger
Rev RP Buys
Rev JA du Preez
Rev MA Modise
Rev PJ van der Walt
Rev JJJ Erasmus
Rev JL Aucamp
Rev AJ Myburgh
Rev DF Coetzee
Rev HW Schutte

Elders

Elder BD Bakker
Elder DL de Beer
Elder L de Jager
Elder AT Dreyer
Elder WJD Fouche
Elder OFJ Hartung
Elder JH Kloppers
Elder JC Kruger
Elder DH Noppe
Elder DPJ Pienaar
Elder PJJS Potgieter
Elder APJ Reedijk

Regional Synod Free State and KwaZulu-Natal

Ministers

Rev WJ Botha

Rev AP Kruger (sec)
Dr JA Erasmus

Rev JE Franck

Rev PR Gouws

Rev DG Zwemstra (sec)
Dr PK Lourens

Rev AL Pelser

Rev HG Schutte

Rev MJ Smidt

Rev AH Stavast

Dr HG Stoker

Rev JE Temba

Dr RM van der Merwe
Rev JL van der Schyff
Dr SJ van der Walt
Rev TJ van Vuuren
Rev HV Venter

Regional Synod Pretoria
Ministers
Rev C Aucamp
Dr GJ Meijer
Rev CB Swanepoel
Rev IW Ferreira
Rev SD Snyman
Dr PH Heystek
Dr DG Breed
Dr FP Kruger
Rev PJ Venter

Elders

Elder J Brouwer

Elder AJ Burger

Elder DJ Coetzee

Elder GJ Coetzee

Elder M Ndlovu

Elder J Pelser

Elder HJS Swanepoel
Elder CG Theron

Elder SC van der Walt (sec)
Elder JP van Jaarsveld
Elder GL van Rooy

Elder TA van Eeden

Elder PJ Viljoen

Elder PA Welken

Elder J Molelekoa (sec)
Elder SE Masenkane (sec)

Elders

Elder HIP Opperman
Elder DJC Putter

Elder FH van Niekerk
Elder HV van Wyk
Elder THB van Dam
Elder M Diedericks
Elder WN Prinsloo
Elder ZC Pretorius
Elder HW van der Linde



Rev MJ Erasmus
Rev HL Stavast
Rev BC Smit

Rev HPM van Rhyn
Rev C Jooste

Rev BCG Fourie
Rev PJ Nel

Rev WGM Kotze (sec)
Rev P van Wyk

Dr ALA Buys

Rev GS Kruger

Regional Synod Randvaal
Ministers
Dr D Lartz
Dr H Goede
Rev AP Tredoux
Rev JH Jordaan
Dr EJ Smit
Dr WC Vergeer
Dr ME Schalekamp
Rev D van ‘t Zand
Rev ASA de Bruyn
Rev FM Dreyer
Dr J Pretorius
Rev CJC Roets (sec)
Rev HC van Rooy
Rev TF Dreyer
Dr KD Semenya
Rev J van Schaik
Rev LP Baloyi

Southern Regional Synod
Ministers
Rev PJ de Bruyn
Dr JV Fatuse
Rev JP Fleischmann
Rev MP Fourie
Rev W Jobse
Rev BR Kingma
Rev JP le Roux
Rev J Malan
Rev E Naudé
Rev TJ Potgieter
Rev H Reinecke
Rev WP van der Merwe
Rev JGL van der Walt
Rev JP van der Walt
Rev CJ van Heyningen
Rev KAJ van Rensburg
Rev JH Venter
Rev CCA Vrey
Rev DHP Wijnbeek

Elder M Swart (sec)
Elder DJP Erasmus
Elder HS van der Walt
Elder GP de Jager
Elder MM Venter
Elder S Lessing

Elder J du Preez
Elder G Oosthuizen

Elder

Elder AJ Pienaar

Elder LDJ van Vuuren
Elder BA Potgieter

Elder G Kotzee

Elder CM van den Heever
Elder CA van den Berg
Elder CM Faling

Elder NJ Janse van Rensburg
Elder WJ Swanepoel
Elder MW Britts (sec)
Elder P Joubert

Elder JJ Howell

Elder DJ du Plessis

Elder S Khalema

Elder L Mseleku

Elders

Elder P Aucamp
Elder PWE Blom
Elder MA Palesa
Elder AB du Plessis
Elder LSD du Plessis
Elder CG Foster
Elder W Grové

Elder 1J Lessing
Elder PA Marais
Elder JC van der Walt
Elder ME Matrose
Elder WHS Steinberg
Elder JR Strydom
Elder GJ Swanepoel
Elder JM Swanepoel
Elder BJ van der Walt
Elder AJ Venter



Regional Synod North-West

Ministers

Rev JJ Cloete

Rev HS Coetzee
Rev PA Coetzee

Dr TC de Klerk

Rev JB du Plessis
Rev GJ Erasmus
Rev PM Lekgetho
Rev JG Noéth

Dr WC Opperman
Rev ED Pelele

Rev Ol Rooibaadjie
Rev PJ van Blerk

Dr SJ van der Merwe
Rev AB van der Walt
Rev JC van Dyk

Dr HF van Wyk

Rev P Venter

Elders

Elder PWH Aucamp
Elder JJ de Bruyn
Elder HM Hansen (sec)
Elder A Pieterse (sec)
Elder PEJ Duvenhage
Elder G Kruger

Elder MJ Lourens
Elder HAJ Oosthuizen
Elder SO Oostruis
Elder LM Motlogedi
Elder FJWJ Slabbert
Elder DA Steenkamp
Elder F Venter (sec)
Elder WJ van der Walt
Elder PE van zyl

Elder GD Prinsloo (sec)
Elder T Maki

Rev W Vogel
Rev RS Hobyane

1.4 Election of a Moderamen (Art 3)
After voting by secret ballot, the following brothers are elected to the moderamen by
majority of votes:
Chairperson: Rev SD Snyman
Vice-chairperson: Dr DG Breed

Scribe: Rev HJP de Beer
Assistant scribe; Rev LH van Schaik
Assistant scribe; Rev MA Modise

The elected brothers take their place after which the meeting sings from Psalm 20 as a
blessing on the moderamen.

1.5 Public Declaration (Art 4)
The chairperson, rev SD Snyman, expresses the intention on behalf of the moderamen
to serve the meeting to the best of their ability and gifts with the assistance of the Lord.
Subsequently he puts the Public Declaration to the meeting where after all the GKSA
delegates as well as the delegates from the overseas churches with whom the GKSA
has ecumenical ties, indicate their agreement by standing up.

2. WORSHIP SERVICE 4 JANUARY 2012 (Art 11)
Prof BJ de Klerk leads the worship service with as text verses Acts 15:11, 19 and 20.
The chairperson, rev SD Snyman, thanks him for the relevant message for the meeting
in session.
2.1 Messages of greeting from inland churches (Art 12)
The vice-chairperson, dr DG Breed, welcomes the following representatives in the
meeting: Rev JC Gericke (AP Kerk), prof CJP Niemand (NG Kerk), rev L Geel (NH
Kerk).
Thereafter the persons involved are introduced one by one to convey messages of
greeting from the respective churches. After completing, the vice-chairperson, dr DG
Breed, addresses a word of thanks to the respective representatives and their
churches.



2.2 Motions and Congratulations (Artt 30, 46, 86, 87, 100, 166, 237, 238, 256, 266, 279)

2.11

2.1.2

2.1.3
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Motions of compassion:

Dr JV Fatuse’s grandmother passed away.

Elder G Magogje with passing of brother.

The meeting expresses its empathy with the residents of New Zealand with the
natural disasters under which they suffer.

Condolences with the passing of the following emeriti and emeritus widows from
2009-2011: revs PJ Steyn, FRP de Bruyn, WL Kuperus, J Ligthelm, mrs Hannetjie
Erasmus (late rev JJ Erasmus), drr SCW Duvenage, DR Fouché, rev EFJ Snyman,
mrs Johanna Breedt (spouse of rev Johan Breedt), revs FJ van Deventer, HM
Grobler, T Kruger, C Hattingh, dr AN Helberg, rev CH Smit, mrs J Smit (late rev CH
Smit), dr B Duvenage, rev AF Mandiwana, prof LF Schulze, mrs SM van der Walt,
mrs CF de Bruin (late rev LJ de Bruin) and mrs MM Buys.

Condolences with passing of serving ministers from 2009-2001: Revs C Kruger
(Nelspruit), PA Odendaal (Harrismith) and dr CJ Smit (Noordbrug).

With mrs Annamarie van Deventer with the passing of rev Frik van Deventer in
September 2011.

Rev Neville Boy and his family with the passing of his father, Harold in 2011.

Rev Gustav Opperman with the passing of his father in 2011.

Rev Rev NN Ligege whose brother passed away in a motor accident.

Compassion with illness:

Rev JP Sithole’s daughter is seriously ill (dr J Pretorius leads the meeting in prayer
interceding on her behalf).

Sr Wymie du Plessis who's husband, Bennie, is currently in hospital.

Operation of rev JJ Cloete’s wife thankfully went well.

The meeting intercedes on behalf of rev C Aucamp after he was admitted to a local
hospital for tests after he fell ill.

The mother of rev MJ Letebele has been admitted to the Intensive Care Unit.

Elder PA Welken's wife has been admitted to hospital.

Dr John Rogers whose wife has been admitted to hospital.

Elder C Ndlovu’'s mother is seriously ill.

Congratulations on birthdays/wedding anniversaries:

5 January 2012

Rev GJ Erasmus, Elder W Grové and prof PH Fick on their birthdays.

Rev HV Venter with his 10th and Elder GJ Swanepoel with his 55th wedding
anniversaries.

7 January 2012

Rev PW Kurpershoek and prof PC van der Walt on their birthdays.

10 January 2012

Elder SO Oostruis on his birthday.

11 January 2012

Rev AP Tredoux and dr FP Kruger on their birthdays.

Rev LH Stavast 86 years old.

Elder GS Vermaak with his 32nd wedding anniversary.

12 January 2012

Elder W Coetzee with his 38 wedding anniversary.

13 January 2012

Dr GJ Meijer on his birthday.

Rev MA Madise with his 33rd wedding anniversary.

Mr Neels Jackson with his wedding anniversary.

Other congratulations:

Rev WJ Botha on his son’s 7 distinctions [matric results].

Elder P Kruger’'s daughter passed matric with 4 distinctions.

Rev CJC Roets’s two children passed Gr 12.

Rev JG Noéth became father on 23 December 2011.




2.2

3.2

3.3

3.4

3.5

3.6

3.7

3.8

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

Rev AJ Myburgh’s daughter passed matric with 2 distinctions.
Rev TJ Potgieter’'s son received his Master’s degree with distinction.
Rev P van Wyk’s daugther passed matric with 3 distinctions.
Following brothers elected to Management Committee of the Board of Curators: dr
DG Breed (chairperson), dr SJ van der Walt (vice-chairperson), dr D Lartz (scribe),
rev EJ Tiemensma (additional member finances) and rev PM Modise (additional
member).

E-mail/Messages (Artt 30, 46, 280)

Good wishes for the meeting of the General Synod dr J Visser.

Good wishes from dr MJ du Plessis (emeritusreverend of GK Bellville).

Words of blessing from rev Koos and mrs Marie du Plooy.

DAY OPENING
Thursday, 5 January 2012 (Art 14)
Rev CJH Breed opens by reading from Mathew 9 with specific reference to verse 36,
leading in prayer and singing from Ps 23:1, 2.
Friday, 6 January 2012 (Art 44)
Rev NN Ligege opens by reading from Neh 1:1-11, leads in prayer and lets sing from
Ps 42:1, 2, 3.
Saturday, 7 January 2012 (Art 85)
Dr SJ van der Merwe opens by reading from Mathew 4:8-11 and 28:16-20, leads in
prayer and lets sing from Skrifberyming 15-1:1-4.
Monday, 9 January 2012 (Art 98)
Dr PH Heystek lets the meeting sing from Ps 138:1 and 3, reads from Mathew 5:1-12,
lets sing from Ps 134:4 and leads in prayer.
Tuesday, 10 January 2012 (Art 163)
Dr ME Schalekamp opens by reading from Jes 40:1-11, lets sing Ps 103 and leads in
prayer.
Wednesday, 11 January 2012 (Art 235)
Dr SJ van der Walt opens by reading from Ps 65, lets sing from Ps 100:1-4 and leads
in prayer.
Thursday, 12 January 2012 (Art 254)
Dr PJ Buys leads in prayer, reads from Joh 7:36-39 and Ezek 47:1-12 and lets sing
from Ps 100.
Friday, 13 January 2012 (Art 278)
Rev LH van Schaik lets sing from Ps 40:4, reads from Mal 1 and Phil 4:18, leads in
prayer and lets sing from Ps 50:1 and 11.

DAY CLOSING
Thursday, 5 January 2012 (Art 42)
Elder BD Bakker reads from Is 41 and Gal 4, singing of Ps 25:2 en leads in prayer.
Friday, 6 January 2012 (Art 83)
Elder JA Hoogenboezem reads from Jam 1:1-9 and Ps 18, leads in prayer and lets
sing Ps 18:1.
Saturday, 7 January 2012 (Art 96)
Elder JJ Howell reads from Ex 32:1-5, 35; 2 Tim 3:14 and 15; Ex 33:12-17, leads in
prayer.
Monday, 9 January 2012 (Art 161)
Elder THB van Dam reads from Mathew 6:25-34, lets sing from Ps 66:1 and 2, and
leads in prayer.
Tuesday, 10 January 2012 (Art 233)
Elder BA Potgieter reads from Luk 9 and 10, lets sing from Ps 90:1 and 9, and leads in
prayer.



4.6

4.7

4.8
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53

54

55

5.6

5.7

6.

Wednesday, 11 January 2012 (Art 252)

Elder RJ Muller reads from Col 3:12 and further, with emphasis on verse 14, lets the
meeting sing Skrifberyming 10-2 in prayer.

Thursday, 12 January 2012 (Art 276)

Rev MG Mdluli reads from 2 Pet 3:8-10, 14 and lets the meeting pary the Lord’s
Prayer.

Friday, 13 January 2012 (Art 290)

The chairperson, rev SD Snyman, lets sing from Ps 100, reads from Mark 4:26-29 and
leads in prayer.

DAILY PRESENCE
Thursday, 5 January 2012 (Artt 15, 36)
Revs SPJ Vermaak, JP Sithole, MG Mdluli, PM Modise and Elders JA Coetsee, PJ
Steyn, BJ Vorster, J Khumalo, PS Dire, SE Masenkane, RJ Muller and D de Kock
indicate their attendance by standing and declare their agreement with the Public
Declaration.
Saturday, 7 January 2012 (Artt 86, 87)
Absentees: Revs JP Fleischmann, DHP Wijnbeek, TJ Potgieter, PJ Nel, MP Fourie, N
Boy, HC van Rooy, and Elders JC Kruger, GH van der Walt, P Kruger, D de Kock, CG
Forster, J Venter, P Joubert, .
Rev ED Pelele absent for whole session next week.
Absentees: Elder L de Jager (9 and 10 January 2012) and rev GJ Erasmus (9 January
2012).
Monday, 9 January 2012 (Artt 99, 101, 238)
The following delegates who were not present during constitution of the meeting,
indicate their attendance by standing and declare their agreement with the Public
Declaration: Drr PJ Buys, J Lion-Cachet and Elders JA Kruger, CJ Skinner and GJ
Mogoje.
Absentees: Revs LJ Aucamp, CB Swanepoel and G van Wyk and Elder AT Dreyer
(funeral of his brother in law).
Tuesday, 10 January 2012 (Art 166)
Absent: Rev EJ Tiemensma.
Wednesday, 11 January 2012 (Artt 238, 256)
Absentees: Rev DF Coetzee (knee operation). Rev JJ Cloete (his spouse for further
tests).
Thursday, 12 January 2012 (Art 256)
Absentees: Revs DJ Bakker and TF Dreyer.
Friday, 13 January 2012 (Artt 256, 279)
Absentees: Revs JH Jordaan, PC van Rooy, CJ Nagel (jr), E Naude, RP Buys, drr DJ
de Kock, PK Lourens and Elder ZC Pretorius. The brothers of Namibia who left early
this morning.

VISITORS

The following visitors are welcomed:

Elder Sebiko of Botswana, Rev JA Mouton, drr P Fanoy, PJ Vermeulen and prof L Floor
(Art 30).

Neels Jackson of the Die Beeld, brs LJ Kruger (sr) and LJ Kruger (jr), rev JC Erasmus
(Art 46).

Rev Patrick Jok Ding of Sudanese Reformed Churches (Art 87).

Rev L Douma of Christian Reformed Churches of Australia. Rev JM van Leeuwen of the
Gereformeerde Kerk Nederland (Vrijgemaakt). Revs HH van Alten and JJ Drijfhout of the
VGKSA. Dr FW Leuschner, prof JL Helberg, Elder JC Malan, rev PJ de Bruyn, dr JM van
Tonder, proff CFC Coetzee and A le R du Plooy (Art 100).

Members GK Cachet join the meeting, address a message of encouragement, and sing
to the meeting from Ps 134:4 (Art 108).



7.1
7.2

7.3
7.4
7.5
7.6
7.7

Rev AH Reitsema from the Nederland Gereformeerde Kerk, rev L Morais and prof D
Gomes from the Presbyterian Church of Brazil. Spouse of prof E Peels. Rev T Curto and
br M Bube of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church of America (Art 164)

Rev AZ Pelser, Rev JJ de W Kruger and spouse and rev JPB van der Walt (Art 166).
Rev L Geel from the Nederduitse Hervormde Kerk (Art 236).

Revs HJJ Kruger and MJJ Erasmus (Art 237).

Elder TM Buys and br H Dekker (Art 255).

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The minutes are tabled from 1 to art 13 (Art 41) and approved with amendments.
The minutes are tabled from art 14 to art 43 (Art 81) and approved with amendments.
Article 37, last paragraph of the decision is referred back to the scribes for rectification
of formulation.
The amendments of 19, 32 and 37 are tabled and approved (Art 88).
The minutes are tabled from art 44 to art 97 and approved (Art 233).
The minutes are tabled from art 98 to art 162 and approved (Art 244).
The minutes are tabled from art 163 to art 258 and approved (Art 265).
The minutes are tabled from art 259 to art 277. Approved with order arrangement that
the Moderamen will approve the last part of the minutes (Art 288).
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REPORT OF THE CALLING CHURCH COUNCIL (Artt 2, 5)

The chairperson, rev SD Snyman tables the report.

The report will be concluded during the Synod session.

Decision: Report noted with thanks. The chairperson directs a word of thanks to the
Calling Church Council for the welcome and the chairperson of the latter, rev HS
Coetzee, for the relevant opening of the meeting.

REPORT
Calling
The calling with regard to the Synod was published in good time in Die Kerkblad
(February 2011). Later on calls were sent to all Deputies for Correspondence of the
Regional Synods.

Credentials
Report will be provided during the meeting.

. Accommodation

One of the North-West University residences (‘Dennepark’) has been made available to
the Calling Church Council. Arrangements with regard to meals will be announced in the
Supplementary Report. Accommodation for visitors from abroad has been arranged. The
university’s recreation facilities are at the disposal of the representatives.

Synod attendees may make use of the university hostels from Tuesday, 3 January to
Friday, 13 January 2012.

. Refreshments

Sisters of the Potchefstroom congregations will provide coffee, tea and fruit juice during
intervals.

. Opening Service

In agreement with the decision of the National Synod 1967 an assembly for all Synod
attendees has been arranged to take place in the Potchefstroom-North church building on
the opening evening (4 January 2012) at 19:00. Potchefstroom-North will take
responsibility for the supervision of the opening service.

. Session Times

In accordance with the times as scheduled for the previous Synod, the Calling Church
Council would recommend the following times:

Weekdays: 08:00 — 10:30 (Tea break/Interval)
10:45 - 12:45
14:30 — 16:00 (Tea break/Interval)
16:15-17:45
19:00 — 21:00

Saturday: 08:00 —10:30
10:45 - 12:45

. Word of Welcome

A hearty welcome is extended to all representatives and visitors. The Calling Church
Council would like to make your stay at Potchefstroom as pleasant as possible.

We pray that God will bestow his blessings on this meeting so that it will contribute
towards securing and advancing the maintenance and growth of the Reformed Churches.



E. SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT
The Calling Church Council, Potchefstroom-North/Noordbrug, reports supplementary of the
welcoming and deputation to the General Synod 2012.

Credential letters

Credentials have been received from all the Deputies Correspondence of the Regional
Synods. They are properly signed and are found to be in order.

Decision: Report noted with thanks. The chairperson directs a word of thanks to the
Calling Church Council for the welcome and the chairperson of the latter, rev HS
Coetzee, for the relevant opening of the meeting.
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