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10.  Publications 
 
 

10.1 Church Magazines 
For many years the Synod has appointed deputies for church magazines. These 
deputies ensure that the different magazines see the light and that there is an editorial 
commission for each magazine that determine the content together with the editor of 
each magazine.  
 
The Admin Bureau handles the administration, subscriptions, shipping and finances of 
the magazines. 
 

10.1.1 “Die Kerkblad” 
This magazine was published from 1 April 1873 as "De Maandbode" with Prof. Jan 
Lion-Cachet as editor. The last issue of the "Maandbode" was in 1894 with Prof. Jan 
Lion-Cachet and Prof. S Postma as editors. "Het Kerkblad" with Prof. Jan Lion-
Cachet as editor was published from 1 April 1906. From 1 June 1922 "Het Kerkblad" 
changed to "Die Kerkblad" with Dr. JD du Toit and Rev. T Hamersma as editors. 
 
Subscription: to receive "Die Kerkblad" by post or read it electronically contact the 
Administrative Bureau on 018 297 3986/7/8/9 or Email: tydskrifte@gksa.co.za 
For contributions, letters and comments: Email: kerkblad@gksa.co.za 

 
10.1.2 “Die Gereformeerde Vroueblad” 

“Die Gereformeerde Vroueblad” is published from June 1946 with Mrs. JM du Plooy 
as editor. 
 
Subscription: to receive "Die Vroueblad" electronically contact cobiesteyn@live.co.za 
For contributions, letters and comments: Email: cobiesteyn@live.com 
 

10.1.3 “Slingervel” 
During Synod 1961 (Acta 1961:289) it was decided that the name of "Die 
Gereformeerde Katkisant" will be changed to the "Slingervel". Dr. KS van Wyk de 
Vries becomes the first editor of the "Slingervel".  
 
Subscription: to receive "Die Slingervel" electronically contact the Administrative 
Bureau on 018 297 3986/7/8/9 or Email: tydskrifte@gksa.co.za 
For contributions, letters and comments: Email: slingervel@gksa.co.za 

 
10.1.4 “Kruispad” 

“Kruispad” is a church publication for teenagers and young adults between 16 and 26 
years. "Kruispad" is a contemporary magazine with Reformative content, focused on 
current issues, aimed at young, growing believers to equip them for making informed 
choices that lead to growing in faith. 
 
The “Kruispad” is published 4 times a year. 
Subscription: to receive "Die Kruispad" to read it electronically contact the 
Administrative Bureau on 018 297 3986/7/8/9 or Email: kantoor@kruispad.net 
For contributions, letters and comments: Email: kantoor@kruispad.net 
Website is www.kruispad.net 
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10.1.5 Almanak of the Reformed Churches in South Africa 
Synod 1869 (Acta 1869:30, art 126) made the following decision: “Aan de leeraren 
der Theologische School wordt verzocht de uitgave van een’ kerkelijken almanac te 
bezorgen, zoo spoedig het hun doenlijk is”. The first "Almanak" is published on 31 
January 1871. Over the years the "Almanak" has grown into a publication that is a 
particularly useful tool for every member in the GKSA. A publication that can be 
displayed to the world with grateful pride. 
 
In the first half of the "Almanak" the daily devotions are published. The second half of 
the "Almanac" is used to publish the administrative and statistical information of every 
church in the GKSA. This includes information such as the street and postal address 
of the church, worship services times, scribe, attes-scribe, cashier, sexton and 
minister(s). Statistical information such as number of adult members, baptized 
members, families, visiting places, information about emeriti, professors, etc., are 
published on an annual basis in the "Almanak". 
 
Church councils are requested to supply the correct member statistics. The 
calculation of "ramings" is done according to the annual submission of member 
statistics by church councils. 
 

10.2 Calvin Jubileum Book Fund (CJBF) 
The fund was established in 1909 as the Calvin Jubileum Book Fund by the general 
meeting of congregations in the Orange Free State and transferred to the General 
Synod of the Reformed Churches in South Africa in 1927 (Acta 1933:130-131, 4a). 
 
The purpose of the fund is to spread the Calvinistic view of life and the world and to 
combat heresy through publications. 
 
The administration of the finances and publications of the CJBF is assigned to the 
Administrative Bureau of the GKSA. 
 
The deputies for the CJBF also manage other publications on behalf of other deputies 
(e.g. deputies for catechism and church music). 
 
The rules and the selection rules of the CJBF is available on request from the 
Administrative Bureau as well as on the website: www.cjbf.co.za 
 
Synod 2015 approves that CJBF is changed to Reformed Publications. 
 

10.3 Totius Fund 
The Totius Fund originated in 1936 as a result of the ceding of the copyright of the 
Afrikaans Rhymed Psalms of Prof. JD du Toit to the GKSA. The hope was expressed 
during Synod 1936 that the fund could be used to construct something monumental. 
Over time it was determined that the fund is the first place used to finance the printing 
of Psalm Books and Coral Books. 
 
The purpose of the Totius Fund is to provide for the printing of all Psalm Books (which 
contains the 1937 versification) and Coral Books of the GKSA as well as the electronic 
supply and distribution thereof. 
 
The administration of the finances and publications of the Totius Fund is assigned to 
the Administrative Bureau of the GKSA. 
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The rules of the Totius Fund is available on request from the Administrative Bureau as 
well as on the website: www.cjbf.co.za 

 
10.3.1 Information about Psalm books on mobile phones / e-readers and the projection of 

songs 
The CJBF deputies and deputies liturgical matters remind churches that there certain 
licenses, copyrights and publishing rights concerned regarding certain songs. 
 
A distinction must be made between: 

• Songs of which Bible Media has licensing-, copy- and publishing rights. 

• Songs of which Bible Media does not have licensing-, copy- and publishing rights. 
 

In the case of songs that Bible Media has licensing-, copy- and publishing rights on, it 
may not be installed on mobile phones / e-readers before the rights have been 
cleared. 
 
The songs on which Bible Media has licensing, copy and publishing rights, may 
currently only be projected on a screen, LED display board, etc., if a congregation 
has obtained permission to do so. This permission is obtained by taking out a 
“Liedboek” license from CCLI.  
 
Note that a “Liedboek” license and a CCLI license (Church Copyright Licence) is not 
the same thing. Congregations need only take out a “Liedboek” license to project 
songs that appear in the “Liedboek” on screen, LED display board, etc.  
 
In the case of songs on which Bible Media does not have licensing, copy and 
publishing rights, a congregation in the GKSA does not need to get permission to 
project these songs on a screen, LED display board, etc. 
 
When congregations take out a “Liedboek” license from CCLI, they receive a CD with 
all the songs from the Songbook on it, which the congregations can use to project the 
songs on a screen, LED display board, etc. 
 
A “Liedboek” license only gives a particular congregation the right to project songs 
from the “Liedboek” on a screen, LED display board, etc. Each congregation must 
take out the license themselves.  

 
10.4 Evangelisation Media Fund 

The Evangelisation Media Fund originated in 1991 as a merger of the former funds of 
the deputies for Evangelisation literature and those for Mission and Follow-up 
Literature. 

• The Evangelisation Media Fund originated in 1945 as an Evangelisation Fund from 
which all ministry work regarding the ministry of the gospel to the secular is 
financed. In 1961 the focus of this fund was limited to the provision of 
evangelisation literature. 

• The Mission and Follow-up Literature Fund originated in 1964 to ensure the 
provision of Christian literature as needed on the mission field. 
 

The purpose of the Evangelisation Media Fund is to provide literature and other 
resources according to the evangelistic, apologetic and equipping needs of the church. 
 
The administration of the finances and publications of the Evangelisation Media Fund 
is assigned to the Administrative Bureau of the GKSA. 
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The rules and the selection rules of the Evangelisation Media Fund is available on 
request from the Administrative Bureau as well as on the website: www.cjbf.co.za 
 

10.5 The Church Order Booklet 
The Church Order Booklet is an invaluable tool in the hands of churches, for the sake 
of sound management of each local church and churches together in denomination. 
The Church Order begins with the words in art 1: "To maintain good order in the 
Church ...", so that each person and matter is in the right place in the church to 
function optimally. 
 
What makes the Church Order Booklet special, is not only the Church Order contained 
therein, but also all Synod decisions that apply to certain articles, as well as examples 
of documents that are often used. Together with this booklet is updated after each 
General Synod, to have it at hand for use, advice, guidance in the practice of church 
government every day.  
 
This booklet is available from the Administrative Bureau as well as on the website 
www.cjbf.co.za 
 

10.6 Potchefstroom Theological Publications (PTP) 
The Potchefstroom Theological Publications is a publishing company who strive to 
promote the Reformed theological science by publishing: 

• Professional literature (academic books that are consulted by scholars and 
theological students). 

• Popular scientific literature (books that are scientifically based, but are presented 
in a popular style for the popular market). 

• Christian devotional literature (gift books or Bible Study books). 
 
The Administrative Bureau of the GKSA administrate the fund. This includes pricing of 
publications, marketing, stock keeping, sales, financial management and coordination 
with the publication committee of the senate of the TSP. 
 
Books are published as funds permit and according to the availability of manuscripts 
that are approved for publication. 
 
A publication committee consisting of 3 members is appointed by the Senate of the 
TSP. The tasks of publication committee includes dealing with the submission of 
manuscripts, monitoring of standards, selection, format of final publication and 
acquisition of ISBN number for publication. 
 
The publication committee, together with 3 representatives of the Administrative 
Bureau, meet as necessary to coordinate matters related to publications and 
administration and brought to decision making: an overview of the situation in respect 
of current publications and planning with regard to the issuing of new publications, 
checking finances, determining the circulation of planned publications as well as the 
reprinting of existing publications, final determination of the pricing structure for 
publications and arrangements regarding the availability of free copies. 
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The rules of the PTP provides information on the selection and format of manuscripts 
and is available on request from the Administrative Bureau or on the website at 
www.ptpboeke.co.za   
 
Orders of books at the Administrative Bureau at 018 297 3986/7/8/9 or by Email: at 
bestellings@gksa.co.za 
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