11. Diaconal Institutions

A physically abused and emotionally neglected child from a broken home.
Exposed the most difficult circumstances conceivable. It is difficult at school. It is
difficult to have normal interaction with people.

A natural disaster that no one could stop. Where there stood a house the day before,
there is now a pile of rubble. Under the rubble people's lives are buried. Everything
they had is gone. Sometimes it happens quickly: earthquake, tsunami, fire and flood
does not know a time. Sometimes it's long and exhausting: droughts could take years
but in the end there is nothing left. Usually thousands of people are affected.

A fire in a nursing home. Where they will go with all the elderly?

An old man who wanted to dedicate his life to the service of the Lord, but then
something went wrong in his life. What is going to happen to him and his people now?
A deaconry where the expenses can suddenly beat the income. Nobody could have
foreseen that the community's economic conditions would deteriorate so suddenly.
Unemployment is now the rule rather than the exception.

11.1 What do all these people have to do with each other?
This is where the deaconries of the Reformed Churches was able to contribute through
the SDDS to alleviate the plight of people. Financially, mentally and sometimes with
just a little advice. This work has been done for many years and it is with deep
gratitude that we could celebrate the 75th anniversary of the President Paul Kruger
orphanages in 2014.

11.2 What is the modus operandi of the SDDS?
SDDS is in the service of the LOCAL DEACONARY of the GKSA and must execute
the assignments by the General Synod regarding:

11.2.1 Diaconal institutions of the GKSA.

11.2.2 The needy and emergency conditions.

11.2.3 Assistance Fund for deaconries CO, art 25.

11.2.4 Liaison inside and outside of the church.

11.3 Diaconal institutions of the GKSA

11.3.1 Pres. Paul Kruger orphanages in Pretoria and Reddersburg

11.3.2 Glenzicht Retirement Village
For this purpose SDDS registered a Section 21 company in order to register
properties in the name of SDDS, receive government subsidies for the orphanages
and collect funds outside of the denomination.

11.4 The Needy and Emergency Conditions
The SDDS liaises with the local deaconry where there are emergency conditions
inside and outside of South Africa.

The goal is to get help to people in need as soon as possible. As far as possible they
work through local deaconries or churches to provide assistance. Food, clothing and
shelter are priorities. (Medical assistance is excluded - here the SDDS only helps to
liaise and coordinate.)

11.5 Assistance Fund for deaconries CO, art 25
This fund exists to assist former ministers who left the ministry under CO, Articles 12,
79 and 80 and have no income. Since Synod 2009 a similar fund was established for
retirees of the SDDS for whom proper provision for pensions was never made.
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11.6

11.7

As far as possible the SDDS works through local deaconries where the persons
concerned are currently residing.

Liaison inside and outside of the church

SDDS liaises on behalf of the deaconries with other denominations and non-
denominational organizations where the agenda relates to diaconal work within the
GKSA and the RSA.

Finances

The Administrative Bureau supplies this great service to draw up the necessary
financial statements as well as having them audited. Annually, the statements are
made available to all deaconries for inspection. There is concern about growing needs
and a decrease in contributions for this important work of the deaconries of the GKSA.
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